
 
 
Dear Councillor 
 
GRANTS PANEL - THURSDAY, 22 JULY 2021 

 
I am now able to enclose for consideration at the above meeting the following 
reports that were unavailable when the agenda was printed. 

 
Agenda Item 

No. 
 

2. COMMUNITY CHEST GRANT AID AWARDS 2021/22 (Pages 3 - 6) 
 
Appendix 1 of the report is now enclosed. 
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Appendix 1 – Summary of Applications received including Officer’s comments 

 

Ref Applicant/ 
Organisation/ 
Name 

Description Sum 
Requested 

Eligible for 
Consideration? 

Officer Comment 

1 St Ives Christmas 
Lights  

To support the Christmas 
Lights display. 
 
Our main focus for this year is 
to work alongside and 
promote local businesses in 
association with 
HDC’s campaign to get people 
back on to our High Streets. 
Our first big change is to move 
the switch on to a Saturday as 
this will allow more businesses 
to be open during the switch 
on and to access the additional 
visitors to the town. We are 
working towards the 20th 
November. We are currently 
discussing the possibilities of 
increasing the size of the event 
and adding a market to Bridge 
Street and Crown Street. This 
will hopefully be a 3-day 
market covering Friday to 
Sunday. 
 
During our planning and 
fundraising last year we 

£1,000 
 

Yes This application meets the funding 
criteria and is eligible for 
consideration. 
 
This project has the ability to help 
support the recovery of the 
economy. P
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wanted to have all new lights 
but time and money 
didn’t allow it. Our 2020 works 
and display as the 
end result cost us £23500.  
Deducting the grant 
from the town council we had 
to raise £13500. We 
used £4000 that was in our ba
nk account and the rest was 
made up from sponsorship, 
donations and 
fundraising. This obviously  
didn’t include the hosting of 
an event and the cost of road 
closures and licensing etc. 

2 Buckden Junior 
Football Club 

The funding will be used to 
train up new junior football 
coaches to allow more 
children to get back to sport. 
 
It will help more children get 
back to being active which 
helps with the community 
spirit. without the help we 
would not be able to run as 
many teams so we would not 
be able to offer the children a 
place in a team. 

£1,000 Yes This application meets the funding 
criteria and is eligible for 
consideration. 
 
Also contributes to HDCs new 
objective around Huntingdonshire 
becoming the most active District. 

3 Needingworth 
Village Hall Trust 

The Needingworth Music 
Festival (NFEST) will use the 
money towards the cost of the 
marquee. The total cost is  

£1,000 Yes This application meets the funding 
criteria and is eligible for 
consideration. 
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£2500 for the two-day hire. 
 
NFEST 2020, our local music 
festival and fundraiser was 
sadly cancelled due to the 
pandemic. The Needingworth 
Village Hall committee run this 
not for profit annual music 
festival for the community. 
Any proceeds from the festival 
are given to the village hall 
charitable trust to support the 
local community and well-
being activities for residents. 
We recently carried out an 
online survey to find out if 
local people wanted the music 
festival to be held this year. 
The response was incredible, 
people stating how much they 
were missing live music and 
they would be happy to 
support this years' event. Our 
music festival is a wonderful 
way to promote a happier life, 
relieve stress and enjoy two 
days of live music to sing along 
and have a bit of a dance to. 
 

Its great to see that the trust have 
consulted the community and 
welcome the event going ahead. 
This has the ability to help address 
isolation linked to Covid as well as 
lift spirits. We would need to see 
the measures that are to be put in 
place to reduce the spread/ impact 
of the virus. 

4 Huntingdonshire 
Community Group 

School uniform and essential 
school supplies. 
 

£1,000 Yes This application meets the funding 
criteria and is eligible for 
consideration. 
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Since March 2020 we have 
successfully run the Covid-19 
Response Team for 
Huntingdon. Many families we 
work with are still recovering 
financially from the impact of 
the pandemic. This financial 
support will alleviate a huge 
burden from those still 
struggling in the community. 
 
We ran this project last 
summer with community 
chest funding, £1000 was awar
ded and that allowed us to 
support 33 families with 
essential school uniform and 
equipment to learn. We 
designed a referral form to 
ensure those applying met 
necessary criteria for support. 
We purchased the items 
needed which have to be 
listed on the application form 
to prevent any misuse of 
awards granted. 

This group supports residents in 
the District’s most deprived ward. 
There is much support available for 
food, fuel ad white goods but not 
school essentials such as shoes 
and uniform. We hear of this being 
a regular concern amongst our 
communities. 
 

TOTALS £4,000 £4,000  
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